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to other matters, which, if related in due order of time,
should have found a place ere this. And first, let me
relate the particulars concerning a trial in which I was
engaged, and which I have deferred allusion to until
now, so as not to entangle the thread of my narrative.

My sister, as I have said in its proper place, had mar-
ried the Due de Brissac, and the marriage had not been
a happy one. After a time, in fact, they separated. My
sister at her death left me her universal legatee; and
shortly after this, M. de Brissac brought an action
against me on her account for five hundred thousand
francs. After his death, his representatives continued
the action, which I resisted, not only maintaining that
I owed none of the five hundred thousand francs, but
claiming to have two hundred thousand owing to me,
out of six hundred thousand which had formed the
dowry of my sister.

When M. de Brissac died, there seemed some prob-
ability that his peerage would become extinct; for the
Comte de Cosse, who claimed to succeed him, was op-
posed by a number of peers, and but for me might have
failed to establish his pretensions. I, however, as his
claim was just, interested myself in him, supported him
with all my influence, and gained for him the support
of several influential peers: so that in the end he was
recognised as Due de Brissac, and received as such at
the parliament on the 6th of May, 1700.

Having succeeded thus to the titles and estates of his
predecessor, he succeeded also to his liabilities, debts,
and engagements. Among these was the trial against
me for five hundred thousand francs. Cosse felt so
thoroughly that he owed his rank to me, that he offered